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FRICTION IN PARTY
OVER NOMINATIONS

President’s New York Selec-
tions Resented by Prominent
House Democrats.

SAY ACTION WILL CRIPPLE
STATE ORGANIZATION

Recess Appointment of Judge in
Georgia Probable Due to Con-
gestion of Business.

President Wilson's New York patron-
age nominations yesterday have not
brought about the harmony that was
ex; ted. On the contrary, there i= evi-
dence of much ill-feeling, especially on
the part of Brooklyn democrats in Con-
gress. Semator O'Gorman has acquiesced
in the nominations, Is isknown, and will
not oppose any of them in the Senate.
The majority of them were not to his
king, but they are not objectionable
enough to cause him to make a fight
arpainst confirmation.

Representative Fitzgerald, the most
prominent of the Brooklyn democrats,
f= fighting mad, and has come out with
a statement severely criticising the |
nominations of James M. Power to be |
TUnited Btates marshal of the eastern
district of New York and Melville b 5
France to he U'nited States atlterney of
the same district. )

The appointment list at the White
House today scheduled representatives
from Kings county in the House to see
the President, hut they did not appear.
and it was stated that the appoint-
ment had been made before the Fresl-
dent had made the Brooklyn nomlina-
tions, and that the Brooklyn delegation
did not wish to discuss the matter with
him after he had acted. Hepresentative
AMetz was at the White House on an-
other matter. He is out of politics, it
ls stated, and cared little who was

nominated.
Predicts Party Disruption.

cause he ia not In harmony or in sym-
pathy with the great majority of the
democrats in Brooklyn, who have sent
seven representatives to this Congress.

“Whatever the purpose of these ap-
pointments, they were not made to
build up but to injure the democratie
organization. Those responsible for the
selection will be alone to blame for the
results that follow."

Representative Fitzgerald of New
York today denied the published state-
ment that John Morrissey Gray, who
was an unsucceasful candidate for the
post of United States marshal of the
eastern district of New York, was his
law partner. In discussing today the
appointment of James M. Powers as
marshal, Mr. Fitzgerald said that while
Mr. Gray, whom he had urged for ap-
pointment, had been his friend for a
long time, they had never practiced
law as parthiers.

GERMANY WILLING
10 HEED PROTEST

Neutral Shipping Safe if
Enemy Abandons Flag
Abuses and Armament.

BERLIN REPLY TO NOTE
A GENERAL ACCEPTANCE

Washington Proposal Accepted as
Proof of America's Desire
to Be Fair.

BERLIN, March 3, via London.—In
its reply to the American note concern-
ing the German naval war zone, the
German government agrees that, under
certain conditions, its submarines wlll
halt and Investigate merchantmen, and
will proceed against only suth vessels
az are found to be carrylng contraband
or are owned in nations hostile to
Germany.

The reply declares Germany’'s readi-
ness to accept virtually all of the
American proposals except the one
whick would restrict the use of
anchored mines to purely defensive

Mr. Fitzgerald’s warning that the at-
titude of the President will disrupt the
democracy in New York was said today |
by those familiar with conditions there |
to represent the sentiment of the rank
and file of the New York organization. |
Tt means, according to those who know, |
that New York democracy will enter|
the presidential ecampaign next year In|
a bhadly crippled condition and likely
to receive a severs drubbing unless
matters change materially.

The Senate, it is presumed, will dis-
pose of nearly all the nominations that
have gone there, and President Wilson
will have few recess appointmenfs to
make. It Is stated that when Congress
has adjourned President Wilson will
=ive personal attention to the blg In-
ternational problems that have arisen,
devoting much of his time to them.

May Make Recess Appointment.

Preshdent Wilson may depart from
curtom In the matter of an additional
federal judge for Georgia, the bill for
which has just passed Congress. It ia
claimed that the condlition of federal
court business in the state warrants
an immedlate appointment.

The Presldent has not had time to go
over the names submitted to him, and
whigh will continue to come In for
some time. Representative Crisp of
Georgia called on the President today
and strongly recommended the selec-
tion of Judge Z. A Littlejohn of Amer-
fcus,- a judege for eighteen years of the
superior court of that state. It has
been the policy of nearly all adminis-
trations not to make recess appoint-
ments of judges because of complica-
tions that might ensue should the nom-
inee fall of confirmation in the Senate,
but owing to the congestion of busi-,
ness In Georgia the President may give
a recess appointment to some one.

Representative Bartlett of Georgla
has been urged upon the President, and
would be eligible after March 4, when
he leaves Congress. He declined to run
for Congress again owing to his health,
which has improved.

Attack on President’s
Brooklyn Appointments
Presages an Open Break

No political statement for a long
period has attracted the attention of
the folks at the Capitol so much as the
defi issued by Represenfative Fitz-
gerald, chalrman of the powerful
House committee on appropriations, to
the administration’s patronage ap-
pointments In New York. Mr. Fitz-
gerald's statement, attacking the
President's appointments and presag-
ing a Kings county organization allgn-
ment against the administration in the
next Congress, was as follows:

“The nominations of Melville J.
France asm United States district at-
torney and James M. Power as United
States marshal have been made over
my protest

“My opposition is based upon the policy
underlying their selection. They have
been appointed because they are not in
sympathy or in harmony with the majority
of the democratic party in Kings county.
The President inforreed me that he would
not appoint any one in sympathy with
the present management of the party. 1
resent such an attitude. T am part of that
management myself, and 1 =it in Congress
as m result of the same

party, namely, the expressed will of a
majerity of the democrats In an honest
primary.

Particularly Offensive.

“These appointments are particularly
offegsive because of the manner of their
selection. Brooklyn has a population of
1,800,000, and has seven democratic rep-
resentatives. They have had no part In
the selection. Their recommendations
have been ignored, or if consldered at all,
merely to the detriment of those whom
they suggested.

“The democratic represe- iatives nave
been denied any voice In those matters
vitally affecting the welfara of
party because we represent the preat
m;jorlty Iolf the democratic voters
whose opinlons are not agre
the administration. hiiingahon

“1 resent the selections hecause a
situation has developed | which resi-
dents of Brooklyn have come to realize
that their official representatives have
no volce or Influence in Important
party affairs In this administration,
and that Important matters can only be
arranged through a palatial law office
in New York. This system by which

rivate clti;.eln with no omecial stand-
ng or position perform the mervices
usually assigned to public officials is
the most pernicious and flagrant ex-
ample of ‘invisible’ government ever
brought to my attention.

*“I urged the appointment of John M.
Gray as United States marshal. I be-
Heve he should have been appointed.

He has been a lifelong democrat and

for forty years has been active in the
party. His appointment would have
been mnotice that long, vigorous and
loyal devotion to the party ils appre-
ciated. He s a 'deserving’ democrat.
The omly objection ever made to his
llwotntment is that he is a district

Powers a District Leader.

“Despite poeitive statements by the
President that he would not appoint
2 district leader from New York to
any office, Mr. Powers has been nomi-
nated. He |8 a district leader, but the

cause which |
produces the present management of the’

the |

purposes. The ®German government
expresses the helief that hellizerents
cannot afford to ahandon entirely the
use of anchored mines for offensive |
operations. It is willing to conslider the
abandonment of floating mines.

To Follow International Law.

In case German submarines take ac-
tion, after Investigation, against mer-
chantmen carrying contraband or
owned in hostile countries, it is agreed
that such action will be In accordance
with the general rules of international
law. This presupposes, however, the
abandonment of the use of neutral
flags by merchantmen of hostile na-
tions or the arming of such merchant-
men. If such tactics were employed.
Germany contends, it would be impos-
sible to restrict the operations of sub-
marines in this manner.

The reply suggests that there be con-
stituted in the countries concerned
American commissions to which such
supplies of foodstuffs for the use of

civilian populations could be con-
signed. This plan, it is =sald, is con-
templated in the American proposals.
The reply also suggests that these
commissions should be allowed to im-
port and control the distribution of
other articles, especlally fodder, which
are on the conditional contraband list
in the declaration of London. Germany
states that interference with articles
on the absolute free list In the declara-
tion of London should be abandoned.

Impressed ‘by American Note.

“What most impressed us in the Ameri-
can note was the evident spirit of absolute
fairness in which the American govern-
ment approached the problem, and its de-
sire to propose a solution which could be
accepted by both sides,” sald a high of-
ficlal of the German government. "“We
endeavored in the reply to follow the
gpame rulee The modiflcations we sug-
gested are inspired by the desire to found
out and complete the American proposals.

‘““We are sure, for instance, that the
American government would have in-
serted the clause covering armed mer-
chantmen if this subject had occurred to
therh. The reservation regarding the of-
fensive use of anchored mines 18 justified
by The Hague conventions, which ex-
pressly authorize such procedure, and
even therein it will be noticed that our
note says only that we cannot renounce
“completely”™ the use of such mines.

“The government is convinced that
the American proposals furnish an ac-
ceptable basia for a practical solution
of the present difficulties and problems
of the maritime situation.”

Praised by German Press.

The latest interchange of notes be-
tween the United States and ‘Germany
finds the press most favorable in its
comments. The newspapers deal with
the friendly spirit of the American
note and the evident absence of ulte-
rior motives in the American sugges-
tions, and join, almost without excep-
tion, in approval of the German an-
HEWer.

The editorials pralse what they term
the practical nature of the American
suggestions and declare they see in

|them an aim to do justice to both hel-

ligerents and neutrals and also an ap-
preciation of Germany's peculiar posi-
tion.

U. S. Officials Encouraged
by the Reported Attitude
of the German Government

Administration officials were mani-
festly encouraged today by the unof-
ficial accounta of the German note.

While unofficlal reports from London
on Great Britain's attitude on the
same subject have so far been indefi-
nite, officials here take the view that
the German note may have some in-
fluence upon It.

They hold to the view that the posi-
tion of the United States is absolute-
ly in accord with International law, al-
though they realize that Great Britain

has taken a very advanced stand in
her latest note.

Officials Favorably Impressed.

Germany's reply as described in
ipress dispatches created a favorable
{impression among officials, but wuntil
the text is officially received no com-
ment will be made. The attitude of
Germany xave rise to the bellef In some
official quarters that a basis for a solu-
tion of the maritime aituation might
yet be reached through the new note.

What Great Britain's reply wfll be is
dependent to some extent on the atti-
tude of her allies whom she is consult-
(ing. There have been official intima-
tions, however, that England would
flatly reject the proposal for the ship-
ment of foodstuffs and conditional con-
traband to Germany.

Some high officials thought that if
England proclalmed a blockade and
would make It effective ihere could be
no legal objection from the United
States, no matter how much Its com-
merce suffered. Inasmuch as the pres-
ent steps fall short of such: a move, in
that all commerce Is to be interrupted
without specifying the zone of opera-
tions or radius of action, the general
hellef of officials was that the United
Btates would be obliged to enter vigor-

ochjection is walved im his esase be-

ous protest.

]

from authoritative sources, and at the

NEW U. 5. BOARD
10 AID BUSINESS

Federal Trade Commission to
“Go Very Slow” in Decid-
ing Questions Before It.

LARGE MANUFACTURERS
CLOSELY STUDYING LAW

Body to Be Organized Soon After
Congress Adjourns—Recess Ap-
pointment for Rublee.

The new federal trade commission,
four members of which were confirmed
in executive session of the Senate late
last night, intends to "go very slow”
and to proceed upon the dominant idea
of being an ald to business. The com-
mission intends to devote considerable
time to the study of the guestion of
whether It will be advisable for laws to
be framed permitting small producers
and manufacturers of the United
States to engage in combinations which
will permit them to obtain and hold
forelgn trade agalnst competitors iIn
other countries, and the commission
furthermore expects to glve answer in
the very near future to a great many
American business firms and corpora-
tions which have already taken up in
advance with the bureau of corpora-
tions and with Joseph E. Davies per-
sonally certain questions of what they
are or are not permitted to do under

the new trust laws.
This information was obtained today

aame time it became known that many
of the larze manufacturers of the coun-
trv have the recently enacted Clayton law
under close consideration, with the result
that one of the large hardware manufac-
turine companies has decided to readjust
ites selling plan in order to avold any pos-
sible violation of the law forbldding com-
binations in trade. This company has
even semt to all hardware dealers coples
of the new trust lawsa, ecalling thelr at-.
tention to the fact that readjustments are
necessary. |

The fact that this has been done In
advance of the organization of the
new federal trade commission, which is
to be the controlling director of all
corporations in the Tnited States from
now on, was pointed out today as an
evidence that the bsiness men of the
ecountry are showing a splrit of ac-
commndation toward the new commis-
slon which cannot help, 1t was sald,
but make the work of the commission
easier.

Recess Appointment for Rublee.
George Rublee of Cornish, N. H.,

whose nomination to the federal trade
commission has not been confirmed by

FIREMEN FIGHTING FLAMES AT THE HAVENNER BAKERY.

the Senate, will get a recess appoint-
ment Friday from President Wilson, |
the day after Congress adjourns. Ad-|
ministration leaders said today that|
they did not expect hia confirmation at |
the present session of the Senate. Dur- |
ing the debate last night on the name |
of Mr. Rublee In the executive ses-
sion of the Senate Senator Galllnger
of New Hampshire declared Mr. Rub-
les ia personally obnoxious to him.

The four appointments confirmed
were: ; .
Joseph E. Davies of Wisconsin, now
commissioner of corporations; Edward
~. Hurley of Illinols, W. J. Harris of
Georgia, now director of the census, |
and ;. H. Parry of BSeattle, Wash.
The first three are democrats and Mr.
Parry is a progressive republican. Mr.
Rublees 1z also a progressive republi-
can. 3
The members of the commission will
be sworn into office, it is expected, by
Justice J. Harry Covington of the Dis-
trict Supreme Court, one of the fathers
of the Newlands-Covington act which
created the federal trade commission.
This will be done in a few days, and
today arrangements are heing made
for the organization of the commission.
Under the law the old bureau of cor-
poration employes and all its files will
be turned over to and become a part
of the commission. There are about
130 of the employes.
1t will be necessary, it was said to-
day, to appoint a number of special
examiners and investigators to carry
on the work of the commission. How :
large the pay roll is to be has not yet
been fizgured out, but there will be an
enormous amount of work for the com-
mission to do. Congress has provided
plenty of money apparently for its
work. The items appropriated in billls
passed last night and today are as
follows:

Fifty thousand dollars for the salary
of the five commissioners, plus $5,000
for the salary of the pecretary to the
commission: $18,333 for the payment of
the commissioners and the secretary
to July 1, 1915, as a deficiency item,
the previous item of $55.000 being for
salaries from July 1, 1915, to July 1,
1916; $10,000 for rent; $15,000 for print-
ing, and for the genaral expenses of
the commission, $£300,000. This makes a
total of nearly $400,000, all of which
has heen made immediately avallable.

The old bureau of ecorporations had
an appropriation of 254,000, If it is
found between now and December,
when Congress reassembles again, that
more money will be necessary for the
commission it 1s_the understanding
that Congress will pass a deficiency
appropriation then. "

Large Hearing Room Needed.

Secretary Redfield today offered to
Mr. Davies, who is to be the chalrman
of the commission, quarters in the De-
partment of Commerce building, where
the old bureau of corporations is now
located, as long as the commiasion may
want them. It Is sald, however, that
other quarters will be rented some-
where In Washington. For one thing, |
it will be necessary for the commis- |
slon to have a large hearing room, |
such as the Interstate commerce com- |
mission has. This cannot be provlﬁedl
in the Department of Commerce.

The bureau of corporations remains !
in existence under the law until the|
commission ts organized. This organ-|
|zation cannot take place until the
commissions of the appointees have |
been signed by Presldent Wilson and
the oaths of office administered. The
newly confirmed commissioners are ex-
pected in Washington any day now
and will Immediately meet, to go over
the plans which Chairman Davies has
announced that he has ready for them.

The new commission will bring into
activity In Washington one of the most
important branches of the government,
the framers of the law expect, and,
aside from the fact that the commis-
sion will occupy a very high poaition
in national affairs, similar to the
quasi-judicial position occupied bby the
interstate commerce ccs™ligsion, if not
even higher because of the enormous
number of corporations in the country
under its control and direction, it Is
expected that many interests of the
community of Washington will be
touched by it

Lawyers and corporation heads from
all over the country will constantly
visit Washington from now on to con-
sult or appear before the commission.
Many employes, clerks as well as
skilled investigators, will be added to
the government pay roll because of the
commission, and in other ways, such
as the purchase of supplles, etc, the
commission will affect matters that
play an important part in the life of
the clity-

Ask Appointment of Administrator.

Henry L. Strang, one of the pioneer
commission merchants of Washington,
who died February 11, left no will. A
petition for letters of administration
on the estate has been flled by his
three children, Perclval Strang, Elmer
H. Strang and Harry L. BStrang.
Through Attorney Willlam A. Les they
ask that the eldest son, Harry L.

4

Strang, be named as administrator.

N

HAVENNER BAKERY FIRE
CAUSES BIG DAMAGE

Blaze in Bread Room Destroys
Ovens and Burns Off Roof—Loss
Estimated at $70,000.

A three-alarm flre in one of the big
buildings at the plant of the Havenner
Baking Company on C street near 6th
street northwest about noon today
caused damages estimated at $70,000.

The fire started in the building east
of the public alley running from C
street to FPennsylvania avenue, where
bread and rolls were baked. It put
the ovens out of commission and burn-
ed off the roof.

Lieut. William Nally of No. 14 en-
gine company was cut about the face
by some of the debris, and two horses
of No. 1 engine company fell near
Pennsylvania avenue and 133 street
while on the way to the fire.

“This is the third fire in a few
months,” =aid Benjamin 8. Graves,
president of the company, “and 1 hope
it's the last. We conducted business
for 100 years without a fire, the com-
pany having been organized in 1515,
and it was not until a few months ago
that the first fire occurred."”

Ovens Badly Damaged.

The ovene wera so badly damaged
that it will be several days before bak-
ing can be resumed in them, and the
company will have to depend upon
other bakers until the repairs are made.

What started the flre probably never
will be known, but it was not from
sparks from the furnace or other fire
in the building. It may have origi-
nated, it is suggested, from a spark
from a cigar or cigarette.

More than fifty men were at work in
the building when the fire atarted.
Many of them rushed to the part of
the structure that was threatened.
Hand extinguishers were used until
the city firemen reached the burning
building, but the hlaze quickly got beé-
yond control of the workmen,

Three alarms were sounded In order
to get® firemen enough to do effective
work, seventeen companles responding.
Chief Wagner, Deputy Chief Sullivan
and the several battallon chlefs were
on hand to direct the work. There was
a large crowd of spectators.

It was not until about 1 o'clock that
Chlef Wagner gave orders for & num-
ber of the companies to return to their

narfers, although the fire was under
control by 12:30 o'clock.

Reaches Carpenter Shop.

The fire finally reached the carpen-
ter ehop, at the southeast corner of the
building, and ruined the stock of hoxes
and tools. All the morning baking
had been finished and bakers were get-
ting thelr ovens In readiness for the
evening. The fire was confined to the
one structure.

Preeident Graves, as Soon as the
smoke had cleared away, inspected the
damaged bullding, with a view to hav-
ing repalirs made without delay. He
sent for contractors to make an in-
vestigation and as soon asa the insur-
ance is adjusted the rebullding will
begin.

Speakers at Founders' Day Banquet.

Senators Fletcher and Hardwick and
Representative Fitz Henry are to speak
at the annual Founders’ day banquet
of the Phl Delta Theta Fraternity, Sat-
urday evening at 8:30 o'eclock, at the
University Club. Justice McReynolds
ig ‘- be the guest of honor. The “Hsa-
waiian Trio" is to fur)l.ﬁh the music,

PETITION FOR GUT
IN FREIGHT RATES

Washington Business Men
Charge Discrimination on
Part of Railroads.

LACK OF A COMMODITY
TARIFF HELD UNJUST

Also Would Force Carriers to Make
Reparation for Unlawful
Charges.

In an attempt to get lower freight
rates to Washington on %0 per cent of
the articles in everyday household use,
rates that will be as low as those to
the little towns throughout Virginia
with a much smaller population, a peti-
tion was filled with the interstate com-
merce commission today by the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Retail Merchants'
Assoclation and 140 firms and individu-
als doing business here against fifteen
rallroads which participate in the
traffic from New England and eastern
points to this eity.

The petition seeks to force the rail-
roads to file tariffs for commeodity
rates which would bring lower rates
on household articles used in Wash-
ington. It charges that fallure to pro-
vide such rates “has caused unjust and
unreasonable and therefore unlawful
freight chargea which for several
years have been collected from said
petitioners in violation of the act .o
regulate commerce.”

Charges Called Unjust.

The omission of such a commodity
tariff, the petition further recites, has
resulted in the collection of *unjust,
unreasonable and unlawful freight
charges,” and has *“caused financial
damages and Injury to sald peti-
tioners.”

In addition to asking the commission
to command the railroads to put s
commodity tariff in effect, the com-
plalnants ask for a further order com-
manding the respondents to pay the
petitioners reparation, with Interest,
for the unlawful charges made.

This petition is another angle to the
so-called store-door delivery case.
When that matter was decided against
the local merchants they attacked the
class rates on the ground of discriml-
nation in that goods could be shipped
from New England and eastern points
to Richmond and back to this city
cheaper than they could be shipped
direct from the same points to Wash-
ington.

The commission then ordered the
roads to desist from thls discrimina-
tion. Instead of lowering the Washing-
ton rates to those to Richmond, the
railroads- answered the commission's
order by raising the rates to Richmond

and keeping them the same to Wash-
ington.
Sees Discrimination.
Alpheus Winter, president of the

Freight Audit and Adjustment Com-
pany, declared today that the fact that
Washington had no commodity rates
while little towns in Virginia with not
more than 6,000 population had them
amounted to a discrimination. He pro-
duced one of the tariffs and pointed out
one commodity, where a town fifty
miles south of Washington could get
a commodity New York for 18

cents a hundred pounds, while under

-

the class rates in effect here Washing-
ton paid 25 cents for the same article.
This, too, In the face of the fact that
the haul was fifty miles further.
Should the commission, after the in-
troduction of evidence, order the roads
to put commodity tariffs in effect to
Washington it will amount to a ma-
terial reduction on freight rates on
many ordinary household articles.

Signers of Complaint.

For the petitioners the Tfollowing
names appeared signed to the com-
plaint filed today: Retall Merchants'
Association, Maurice D. Rosenberg,
general counsel; Chamber of Com-
merce, Chapin Brown, general counsel;
H. Earlton Hanes, special counsel, and
Freight Audit and Adjustment Com-
pany, Alpheus Winter, president.

The railroads named as defendants
in the petition are: The Pennsylvania
Rallroad Company, Pennaylvania Com-
pany, Phlladelphia, Baltimore and
Washington Railroad Company, the
Baltimore and Ohio Rallroad Company,
New York, Philadelphia =nd Norfolk
Raliroad Company, Philadelphia and
Reading Railway Company, the West-
ern Maryland Railway Company, the
Central Railroad Company of New Jer-
sey, the Delaware, Lackawanna and
Western Rallroad Company, Lehigh
Valley Rallroad Company, the Baltl-
more and Sparrows Point Rallroad
Company, Bush Terminal Ralilroad,
the Long Ilsland Railroad Company,
South Brooklyn Railway Company and
the Staten Island Rapid Transit Rail-
way Company.

AT BRITAIN'S REQUEST.

U. S. Asks Germany to Permit In-

spection of Prison Camps.

The United States government, acting
upon Great Britaln's request, has asked
Germany, through Ambassador Gerard, at
Berlin, for permission to have an Ameri-
can chosen by Ambassador Page at Lon-
don to visit the camps in Germany where
British war prisoners are detained and
report on their condition.

During the early part of the war
Chandler Anderson, former counselor of
the State Departmemnt, who happened to
be in Europe, was delegated to visit some
of the camps in Austria and Germany.
This he did, and reported to this govern-
ment on conditions as he found them,
which he believed Lo be about as good as
could be expected.

Great Britain, anxious for further and
more complete inspection, recently made
the new request.

'WILL CONDUCT QUIZZES.

West Point Examinations to Be
Held March 16.

A board of officers has heen appointed
to meet March 16, 1915, at Washing-
ton barracks for the mental and phys-
fcal examination of such ecandidates
for admission to the T'nited States Mili-
tary Academy as may be authorized to
appear before it

The detail for the board is Maj. Car-
roll D. Buck, Medical Corps; Maj. Allie
W. Willlams, Medical Corps; Capt.
Joseph H. Earle, Corps of Engineers;
First Lieut. Virgil L. Peterson, Corps
of Engineers, and Second Lieut. Wil-
liam H. Holcombe, Corps of Engineers.

Similar boards will meet on the same
day at other posts.

Extends Mine Rescue Service.

A bill authorizing the establishment
of ten mining experiment stations and
geven additional mine rescue stations
by the Secretary of the Interlor was
agreed to in the House yeaterday. The
House accepted several minor Benate
amendments, and the measure now
goes to the President for his slgnature.

Rev. Alexander L. Phillips, D. D., one
of the best known Presbyterian divines
in the south, died at a hospital in Rich-
mond, Va., after an emergency operation
for an vated case of appendicitis
He was born in Chapel Hill, N. C,’Sep-
tember 20, 1859, /

War Officially Reported

GERMAN STATEMENT.

BERLIN, March 3, by wireleas to Say-
wiile, N. Y.

Near St. Elol, to the south of Ypres,
the attack yesterday of two English
companies upon our linea was re-
pulsed after violent hand-to-hand
fighting. At a point near Peéronne a
French air craft came down on ac-
count of motor trouble, and the two
men on board were taken prisoners.
The French attacks in the Champagne
district have been without any de-
grea of success. The French troops
have been once again driven back
into their positions, with heavy
losses,

To the northwest of Ville-Sur-Tourbe,
German troops occupled 250 vards of
trenches. French advances in the
forest of Consenvove and mnear Allly
and Apremont have been easily re-
pulsed. Attacks made by our troops
to the northeast of Badenvlllers again
resulted in our getting possession of
considerable territory. Tha German
front to the northeast of Celles has
advanced durlng the last few days a
distance of elght kilometers (five
miles). The French have made vain
attempts to recover their losses of re-
cent days.

Near Grodno, in Russian Poland, the
sltuation remalns unchanged. To the
moutheast of Augustowoe a Russian
force endeavored to cross the River
Bohr, but it was driven back with
heavy losses, 1,600 Russians belng
taken prisoner. Other Russian at-
tacks In the country to the northeast
of Grodno broke down in front of the
German lines. To the southwest of
Kolno the Germans made advances.
At a point to the south of Kyszinlec a
vanguard of German troops was
forced back by the superior strength
of the enemy. To the northwest of
Praasnysz the Russians endeavored
to feel their way and attempted an
%;I:l?:[i:; thSevaral ;h;ulan night at-

e east of P y
e tney lock have heen

FRENCH STATEMENT.

PARIS, March 3, via London, 8 p.m.:
There |s nothing of Impurtnncepto add
to last night's communication. In
Champagne we hold the entire first
line of German trenches from a point
northwest of Perthes to north of
Beausejour, and at several points
we have progressed beyond this line.
The progrese at various polnts which
was reported yesterday |s confirmed.
This progress has been maintalned
T:very:heret;
eére has been cannonadi
Argonne. o i
On the rest of the front there !s noth-
ing to report. 2

RUSSIAN STATEMENT.
PETEOGRAD, March 3:

On the front between the Niemen and

Vistula our troops continued their
offensive March 1. To the northwest
of Grodno our troops are making
successful progress. The enemy, of-
fering stubborn resistance, has fallen
back beyond the line formed by the
villages of Markowoe, Hatiezi and
Rakowicze,

The enemy is continuing the bombard-
ment of Ossowetz with shells of very
large caliber.

Between the Pissa and Rosoga rivers
our troops are developing thelr of-
fensive and are approaching the road
between Myszyvniec and Kolno.

In the region of Przasnysz the enemy,
pressed by us, is retiring precipitate-
1y on Janow and Mlawa. Our troops
are also carrying out successful op-

erations In the pector nearest the
Vistula, in the region south of
Radzanow.

On the left bank of the Vistula tiere
has heen no change.

the Carpathians tha Ausirians
bringing up large forces of artillers
essaved a vigorous attack, but with
out result, agalnst a district exten

In

Ing over sixty versts (about fortv
miles (between the rivers Onadawa
and San,

The day before colnmns of Austrian
infantry were concentrating within

rifle fire of our positiona  Thelr firat
attackas were directed on the night
of February S, and at dawn agains=t
the region of Tworilne, where, how-

ever, the Austrians suffered enor-
mous losges In the center, in the
neighhorhood of Haba and Had-

zelouw, an extraordinary stubborn
and furlous hattle raged during the
entire day of the 28th, the desperate
attacks of (he enemy often re
sulting Iin hand-to-hand fights  The
loases of the fighting were very
great. All the slopes of the moun-
talns and the ravines weares strewn
with Austrian dead Many of the
enemy’'s units wera exterminated to
the last man

In the district north of Stropko the
enemy on the night of March 1 de
lvered six attacks Iin massed forma-
tlon, but these on every occasinn
wera dispersed by our rifle and ma-
chine giin firs Aftar having r»
pulsed the sixth attack, our Infantrv
charge] with bayonet and finally
overthrew the Austrians, who disap-
pearsed from our positions.

The total numer of prisoners taken by
us In the last faw davs s abonut 1000

A new attack upon hill No. 9§82, near
Koziouwka, was repulsed, and the
enemv, who Invaded eastern Gallcla,
checked.

On the road leadinz from Halicz to
Stanislan the Austriana suffered a
considerable dafeat, after which ther
fell hack. Near Sielce we captured
seventen officers and 1,230 men, with
four machine guns

March 1 attemptzs hy the Turks to
make a counter attack in tha trans=
choruk region in the Cancasius
were repulse? with heavy losses tn
the enemy. We also had murcessful
engagementa in the Olt! ragion.

Elzewhere there has been no changs

AUSTRIAN STATEMENT.

VIENNA, via Londen, March 3, 4 pm.

In the westarn sector of the Car-
pathians several Rupsian counter at-
tacks have been repilaed. We have
maintained the positions which we
had previously galned.

South of the Iiniester the fighting con-
tinued Monday, the attacks of the
enemy being repulsed. We stil! hald
our ground against attacks which are
often mades by forces numerically
superior to ours.

In Poland and western Galicia there
have been only artillery engage-
menta. Calm prevails in Bukowiua,
where the situation is unchanged.

BRITISH STATEMENT.

LONDON, Mareh 3, 6 p.m.:

The following was officially jssusd at
Cairo today:

Since the last official communleation
there has been nothing fresh to re-
port. There are no signs of anv
renewed advance on the part of the
Turks.

Reports from Syria show that there is
no likelihood of any famine. Prices
of foodstuffs have risen, hut stocks
are fairly plentiful in most districts
Imported articles, naturally, are very
dear.

The relations betwen the Mohammedan
and Christian elements continue ex-
cellent.

THE HAGUE, via London, March 3.—
The German government has deter-
mined to refuse to grant any more
safe conducts for American rellef ships
to touch at English ports for coal on
the homeward voyage, according to ad-
vices received here, and it is also re-
ported on the same authority that a
permit for the return voyage to the
United States will be given only to
vessels which take the course north of
the Shetland Islands.

It iz considered in Influential circles
in Holland that the efforts of the Amer-
lcan commission of relief to save the
ecivillan population of Belgium from
starvation i{s thus threatened with im-
mediate danger, as Rotterdam is the
only practicable port through which
the Belglans can be fed, and it is ar-
gued that the relief ships must be able
to proceed to and from that port by
the direct route with a safe conduct
under the commission's flag, or the
whole work of relief will become ab-
solutely hopeless for practical rea-
BONS.

Minister Van Dyke Grieved.

The American miniater to the Nether-
lands, Henry Van Dyke, on being ap-

GERMANY’S WAR ON SHIPPING
MAY CRIPPLE BELGIAN RELIEF

prised of this report. said:

“I am infinitely sorry for this. I have
done my best to get a better answer from
Berlin, but none comes. Surely ships en-
gaged in this humane work ought to be
sacred, but it seems not. Just now the
case looks dark. Geod pity Belgium if the
decision stands!™

Belgian Buggested Tax.

BERLIN, March 3 (by wireless).—
Among the items given out for pub-
lication by the Overseam News Agenoy
is the following:

“The German governor gefneral in
Belgium, Gen. von Blssing, told an in
terviewer that the special tax which
recently was ordered levied on Bel-
glans who did not return to their
homes was not the Invention of the
German administration, but was sug-
gested by Belgiuns.

“The governor's program contem-
plates the strengthening of local self-
government and of institutions for so-
cial welfare along the German lines.
The Belgian Red Cross has been ask-
ed to co-operate with the (iermans in
stamplng out mortality from conta-
gious diseases. In the Belgian schools
the German language is now being
taught along the same lines as hefore
the war."”

REJOICE ON

GENEVYVA, via Paris, March 3.—The first
trainload of malmed German prisoners of
war who are to be exchanged for wound-

ed French soldlers arrived here from
Lyon, homeward bound at 9:15 o'clock
last night The special glided slowly into

this station between lanes of Swiss troops.
The cars were immediately boarded by
Red Cross nurses in their uniforms of
white, who distributed gifts of oranges,
chocolate and other delicacies among the
sufferers, relleving their French co-
workers of the responsibility of caring
for the passengers.

Swiss government physicians went rap-
idly through the train, but found that

WOUNDED GERMAN PRISONERS

THEIR WAY HOME

none of the 240 Germans aboard required
medical attention. All of them scened
cheerful and contented. They accepted
gratefully the gifts showered upon them.
There was no demonstration, as the pub-
lic was excluded from the station wiille
the specia! was there.

Most of the Germans had been crippied
by the loss of a leg or an arm and many
of them had Jjost two limbs.  Most of
them were smoking cigareties and all
were making the best of their misfortune
They paid tribute to the kind treatment
they had received in French hospituls, but
all declared they would be glad to reach
home. After a long stop the train left
for Schaffhausen at the northernmos:
peint In Switzerland, where it will pas=
the train carrying incapacitated French
prisoners on their way home.

W. HUTCHINS, WITNESS,
INWILL CASE HEARING

What was looked upon as “the be-
ginning of the end” by counsel for the
caveator in the effort which is being
made in the District Bupreme Court to
break the last will of the late Stilson
Hutchins, was entered upon today when
Walter Stilson Hutchins, the caveatee,
took the stand in defense of the con-
tested will. Mr. Hutchins is supposed
to be the last important witness for
the defense, and at the conclusion of
his testimony the greater part of tha
evidence upon which the jury will base
its declsion as to whether or not the
last will of the dead financier shall or
shall not be adjudged valld will be on
the record. Today marked the sixtieth
trial day since the opening of the case
November 23, 1914,

In this time more than 8,000 type-
written pages of testimony have gone
into the records and more than 500
individual exhibits put in evidence.
The trial so far has run just one
month longer than any will case
hitherto tried in the District.

Walter Hutchins Takes Stand.

Walter Stilson Hutchins took the
stand shortly before the close of the
morning session. Lee Hutchins, the
younger son of the dead financier, who
has charged his brother with obtain-
ing that contested will by undue in-
fluence upon his father when the latter
was of unsound mind, immediately en-
tered the court and took his seat close

to his counsel, directly in front of the
defendant. And as the witness, under
direct examination by R. Ross Perry,
the senior counsel for the caveatees,
told of the genealogy of Stilson Hutch-

sented with the testimony as It was
Eiven.

Mr. Hutchins reviewed the early history
of hiz father, dwelling particularly upon
the struggle to which necessity forced
him in his youth. It was stated that botl
of Stilson Hutchins® great-grandfathers
fought side by side as cuptains in the
principal engagements of the American
revolution.

Arthur Delany Addison, a real estate
broker, who testified that he knew Stilson
Hutchins for a number of years prior
to his death, was the first witness of
the morning. Under direct examination
by Charles H. Merillat of counsel for the
caveatee he swore that, S0 far a8 he
knew, Mr. Hutchins was at all times dur-
ing the period covered by their ac-
quaintanceship of =ound and disposing
mind. Certain correspondence hetween
1908 and 1909 was put in evidence.

Transfer of Painting.

In this correspondence was reference
to a legal transfer of a Gainshorough
painting called “Girl in Brooik,” from
Mr. Hutchins to his wife, Rose Keeling
Hutchins, It will be recu..od that
earlier testimony in the case has es-
tablished the fact that at a later date
Mr. Hutchins vehemently denied that
such a transfer had ever taken place
and approved of the selling of the pic-
thre to Mrs. Clarence Moore by the V.
T. Fisher Art Company, which was
done. Mrs. Hutchins subsequently won
a $6,000 suit agalnst this company, of
which her husband was vice president.
In cross-examining the witness Addi-
son, Frank J. Hogan of counsel for
the caveator apparently was contented
with establishing the trivial nature of
the last conversations between the wit-
ness and Mr. Hutchins.

The rest of the morning up to the time
when Walter Hutchins took the stand
was occupied in the reading of certain
legal declarations and pleadings deal-
Ing with suits in which Stilson Hutch-
ins was involved by counsel for tha
caveatee.

Following a brief recess for lunch
eon the court reconvened at 1:16
p.m., and the direct examination of Mr.
Hutchins was continued. 1t is taken
for granted in the court that several

ins, Lea Hutchinas watched him closely
and assented in an undertone or dis-

days will be ocupied in the course ot
eliciting his testimeny,




